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Therearea few differentformatsof pagesfor the var
ious sectionsof a patent,but the key one (last section)is
similarto multicolsstyle. Thethreenew automatedtemsin
thatsectionare

1. numberectolumnsasopposedo numberecpages,

2. line numbershetweercolumnsasopposedo a verti-
calrule,and

3. five starsatthevery endof thetext.

Thesefeaturesneedsometweaking. For example,an hbox
of columnsewidth wasusedto createeachof the numbers
betweencolumns. This seemsto be a bit wider than the
actualcolumn separatiorthat resultsfrom multicols That
messesip the overall text width a bit, but it isn’t noticeable
in this situation.Also, the columnnumbersarecreatedwith
an hbox of columnwidthand this againcreatesa tiny off-
setin the text width. (It seemso me thatsomemethodof
filling, similar to the vrule betweencolumns,shouldwork
better However, | couldnt figureit out. Also, it seemghat
the columnnumbercould be donebetterin a differentloca-
tion or with a differentloop. However, | couldnt figure out
the placemenbf dfirstbox,rightbox etc.)

Notice at the bottomof thefirst pagethatthereis a fig-
ure. Hence,a balancedottomis requiredon thefirst page.

Selectingthe heightof thefigure spaceto naturallybreakat
the claims/dravings line would be too much of a trial and
error process.To getthe balancing,l internally reusedthe
codefor generatingnulticolumnsaspartof front Sincebal-
ancingonly occursat the end of multicolsandnot at page
breaks,it is necessaryo have two front sectionswith the
figurein between.So,in orderto reusethe samecode,l in-
cludedsomeinternalflags,colnumbes andlinenumbes, to
control the presencef the columnnumbersandline num-
bers,asseenin the descriptionsection. The reasonl made
thesecontrolledseparatelys thatl canimagineanenhance-
mentto multicolsassuchthatwould allow justline numbers,
perhapdor differentsituationsthanpatents.

| did alittle kludgewith the pagenumberto getthe to-
tal numberof sheetso appear In orderto geta reference
insidethe auxiliary file, | redefinethe pagenumberto coin-
cidewith the instanceof sheet. Thatway | couldreference
the pagenumberasthoughit werea sheethumber Perhaps
thereis a smartemway of gettingsuchareferencensidethe
auxiliary file. Fortunately the pagenumberis not required
afterthedravingssection.

Lastly, the patentstyle hasa 9pt option that wascom-
mandeeredrom anlEEE transactionstylefile. Oh,andthe
factthatdotfill doesnt work in tabbingenvironments(asof
the 1999versionof IATEX | have) is a bit of abummer
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1
METHOD FOR DECIDING WINNER OR
LOSER

FIELD OF INVENTION

Thepresentnventionpertaingo thesituationwhereit is dif-
ficult to find volunteersor ausuallyobjectionabldask,e.g.,
takingoutthegarbageThepresentnventionfindsendlessly
suitableapplicationto all mannerof decision.

BACKGROUND
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